
 

 
Visiting Student  Information 

 
Visiting Student Coordinator 

Ann Mulvehill mulvehilla@waldorfgarden.org 
 
 

The Waldorf School of Garden City (WSGC) has a visiting student program for international 
students who wish to attend for a few months on a Student Visa. 

 
How to Apply to the Visiting Student Program 
Complete an on-line application. A completed application package should include: 

• International Student Application Create an online account 
• Two years of report cards (current and previous years) 
• Two letters of recommendations (from current subject teachers) 
• TOEFL test results 

  
Once all the paperwork is received, the application will be reviewed by the Visiting Student 
Coordinator. After reviewing your application, a virtual Zoom interview will be scheduled.  
 
Note: Once an interview has been arranged, the WSGC must have a copy of your  
immunization records. We cannot proceed any further without them being submitted. 

 
If your interview is successful and you have been accepted to the WSGC, your family  
will be issued a contract. The fee to attend our School is in the range of $200 to $250 per day (only 
school days included). To issue a contract, with the exact tuition owed, we must have the precise 
dates of your arrival and departure. 
 
When your contract is signed and the deposit is paid, an I-20 will be issued. This document will be 
emailed to you. You are then responsible for making an appointment with the nearest US embassy 
or consulate to apply for your F-1 Visa. Keep in mind that there may be long waiting periods for 
appointments or to acquire your visa. Plan accordingly!  
 
Note: A student visa is required to attend school in the United States! 

Please don’t book a flight until you have obtained your student visa.  
 

Upon receipt of your signed contract and deposit, and while you are in the process of  
applying for your Student Visa, we will begin assisting you with identifying a host family,  
if applicable. We will provide you with the names and contact information of a few homestay 
families, who you will then contact and meet with virtually to determine a good fit.  
 
Be sure to discuss topics such as: 

o Cultural Norms: The degree of student autonomy varies from country to 
 country, discuss standards/expectations with the family. 

mailto:mulvehilla@waldorfgarden.org
https://waldorfgarden.myschoolapp.com/app#login/apply


o Children in the home (younger or older, do you have a preference?) 
o Pets (allergies, likes or dislikes of types of animals) 
o Food: Allergies, dietary restrictions (vegetarian, vegan, gluten-free) 
o Health: Medications (over the counter, homeopathic), student health insurance,  

New York State physical examination requirement, other health needs 
o Transportation:  

· To and from school 
· Recreational: Moving around the city/town with and without the family   

o Travel arrangements: Airport pick-up and drop-off. 
o School trips during the visit (if applicable) 
o Family rules: Chores, curfews, religious practices, etc. 

 
Host families are vetted by the School, and the School will help you find a homestay,  
but all financial arrangements are made between you and the host family.  
The typical monthly cost of a homestay is $1,800. Please note that, although the School  
initially vets host families, host families are not agents of the School, nor are they under  
the School’s control, and the School is not responsible for any actions or non-actions of  
the host families. Any obligations between you and the host family should be set forth in a 
separate contract between you and the host family. 

 
Requirements:  

o Guardianship Form: You must bring this notarized document with you. Upon arrival  
in the U.S., your host family will sign and notarize their part of the form. 
 

o Student health insurance: Prior to arrival in the U.S., you must show proof of the  
student health insurance policy that has been purchased.  
The insurance policy must cover you for the duration of your visit in the U.S. 

 
o Health: You must visit a New York State physician when you arrive in the U.S.  

Your host family will schedule the appointment for you. Please note that a  
physical examination will cost approximately $100-$150 dollars.  
You are responsible for providing the money needed to cover that cost. 

 
o Parent Medical Information Form: This form must be completed by your parent/guardian 

and brought with you. 
 

o Please read school policies in the WSGC Handbook. Students must adhere to the  
school rules as outlined in the handbook, including but not limited to: 

 
 No smoking, vaping, alcohol, or drugs on school grounds 
 No skipping classes or leaving school grounds without permission. 
 No chewing gum or eating in class, using foul or anti-bias language (verbally or 

written), or defacing school property. 
 No cell phone usage while in school 

 
Note: In the U.S. the legal age for smoking and alcohol consumption is 21. Students are expected 
to always abide by these laws. 
 
Financial Responsibilities 

• Tuition: Your family must pay in full before you may start attending classes. 
• Expenses: Your airfare and travel expenses are your family’s responsibility. 

https://www.waldorfgarden.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024-2025-Parent-Medical-Info-Form.pdf
https://www.waldorfgarden.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/WSGC-Handbook-2023-24-FINAL.pdf


 
List of Expenses to Consider 

• Personal expenses 
• School lunch account 
• Pre-paid phone card 
• Physical exam 
• Visa and I-901 fee 
• Vacations of host family, if applicable 

 
Travel Documents and Health Insurance 

• Students must have a valid passport and a student visa. 
• You must purchase international health insurance that covers expenses 

in the case of illness and other emergencies. 
 
Student Life 
Each grade has two class advisors, who will assist you in understanding the daily schedule and any 
issues regarding the workload and class dynamics. All students are expected to work to their capacity. If 
you are having academic difficulties at any time, you should seek assistance from the teacher of the 
subject or from the class advisors. 
 
If you are not completing satisfactory work or are repeatedly late with homework assignments, you will 
receive a warning. Your parents and the host parents will be informed. Misbehavior at school or at the 
host home, failure to follow school rules, or unsatisfactory academic performance may result in you 
being sent home at your family’s expense. 

 
Termination Policy 
If visiting student returns home voluntarily or is sent home at The Waldorf School of Garden City's 
behest, The Waldorf School of Garden City is not responsible for any associated costs, including any 
costs of the trip home. 
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